City of Kingston

March 2011
Newsletter #2

Williamsville Main Street Study
Williamsville Main Street Study: Summary
The Planning and Development Department is conducting a study
for the Williamsville Main Street, which is the portion of Princess
Street between Division Street and the Bath Road/Concession
Street intersection. Given the area’s location within the Princess
Street Corridor and the intensification policies in the new Official
Plan, there is an opportunity for the creation of additional
residential units and commercial spaces. However, intensification
projects will have to take into consideration compatibility issues
with adjacent land uses, which will affect the scale, height, and
massing of future development along the main street, as well as
the capacity of the municipal infrastructure to support increased
densities.
What is the purpose of the study?
The purpose of the study is to examine existing land uses and redevelopment potential in the area, create a
concept plan and urban design guidelines for future development, and provide recommendations regarding
infrastructure servicing and the revitalization of the area. The goal is to encourage new land uses to create a
vibrant main street that is pedestrian-friendly and transit-supportive, and that provides services to the
surrounding neighbourhoods. Policies in the Official Plan identify this area for intensification and encourage
the development of additional residential and commercial units.

What area is affected by the study?
The Williamsville Main Street is the portion of Princess Street between Division Street and the Bath
Road/Concession Street intersection (also known as the old traffic circle). This portion of Princess Street is the
main commercial area in the Williamsville District, and is approximately 1.7 km in length. The study area
includes those properties that front onto Princess Street, but the boundaries of the study area are preliminary in
nature, and may be refined further through the course of the study. Existing residential properties, open spaces,
institutions, and businesses that lie within a one block radius of the study area will be examined as well, as they
have the greatest potential of being directly impacted by future development plans.
Why is this area being studied?
Land use in the Williamsville Main Street study area is in transition. Many of the auto-related services have
moved to other areas of the City, and there are a number of vacant and underutilized properties. Given the
area’s location within the Princess Street Corridor and the intensification policies in the new Official Plan, there
is an opportunity for the creation of additional residential units and commercial spaces. However,
intensification projects will have to take into consideration compatibility issues with adjacent land uses, which
will affect the scale, height, and massing of future development along the main street, as well as the capacity of
the municipal infrastructure to support increased densities.
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Who is conducting the study?
The study will be managed by the Planning and Development Department and the City has hired a consultant
team led by Brook McIlroy Inc. to undertake the project. The consulting team will include expertise in land use
planning, heritage planning, urban design, architecture, engineering, and transportation engineering.
How long will the study take?
It is anticipated that the study will take six to eight months to carry out, with a completion date of fall 2011. If
amendments to the Official Plan and Zoning By-Law are required for implementing the recommendations of the
study, this may take an additional four to six months.
How can people be involved?
There will be a public consultation program as part of the study, and updates will be posted on the City’s
website as they become available. Members of the public and the business community are invited to take part
in the first public consultation, which will be held on April 6, from 4 – 6 p.m. and from 7 - 9 p.m. at St. Luke’s
Anglican Church. A second session has been scheduled for the evening of May 4th at the same location. If you
have any questions related to the Williamsville Main Street Study, or would like to be added to a contact list to
receive updates about the project, please contact the Planning and Development Department of the City at 613546-4291, ext. 3180, or williamsvillestudy@cityofkingston.ca.

If you are a person with a disability and need information about a City of
Kingston service or facility, or, if you require information in another format
contact 613-546-0000 weekdays 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. or e-mail:
contactus@cityofkingston.ca.

